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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 February 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 32 and 33 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 32 and 33 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1/27/09 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Claim Status: 



a. 


Claim 32 


Original 


b. 


Claim 33 


Currently Amended 


c. 


Claims 34-62 


Withdrawn 


d. 


Claims 1-31 


Cancelled 


Prior Art References: 




e. 


Smith et al. 


US 5,632,061 


f. 


Fischer 


US 6,106,055 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Smith et al. (US 5,632,061 ) in view of Fischer (US 6,1 06,055). 
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Regarding Claim 32, Smith discloses: 
Reference figures 1-3, for example 

(Original) A handle (Abstract) comprising: at least one [...] which can be mounted in an opening (12) 
(14, 15) in a thin wall (14) (22) such as a sheet-metal cabinet door; a head part (28) (12), such as a flange 
or olive-shaped handle, which overlaps the rim (24) (See Illustration 32a below) of the opening (12) (14, 
15) of the thin wall (14) (22) on its outer side; a body part (30) (39') which proceeds from the head part 
(28) (12) and can be pushed through the opening (12) (14, 15) in the thin wall (14) (22); a holding part 
(34) (32) which is carried by the body part (30) (39'), supported on the other side (32) (25) of the thin wall 
(14) (22), and is separate from the body part (30) (39'); and said holding part (34) (32) being formed by 
[...] which project in a flexible manner from the body part (30) (39') in the direction of its outer surface and 
whose free end has an inclined surface (38) (33) for supporting the body part (30) (39") on the rim (24) 
(See Illustration 32a below) or edge (40) (13) of the opening (12) (14, 15) without play. 



Smith discloses a handle but does not disclose a holding plate or holding 
elements. 

Fischer teaches: 

Reference figures 1-6, for example 

... holding plate (16) (54)... 

... holding elements (36) (45, 48) ... 




US 5,632,061 
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Examiner notes that Smith discloses a handle. Fischer teaches a handle with a holding plate and 
holding elements. These features provide a secure means for holding a handle in place. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Smith with a holding plate and holding elements as taught by Fischer to provide a secure means 
for holding a handle in place. 



Regarding Claim 33, Smith as modified by Fischer discloses a handle but does 
not disclose two holding elements for the opening. 

Fischer teaches: 

(Currently Amended) The handle according to claim 32, wherein the holding elements (32. Fischer) 
are two holding elements (36-1 , 36-2) (45, 48, Fischer) wh i ch for the opening (14, 15. Smith) of the 
thin wall, wherein the two holding elements (32, Fischer) are arranged diametrical to one another am 
prov i d e d for e ach op e n i ng of th e th i n wa ll and are acted upon by pressure elements (Column 4 Lines 
17-26) or two coil springs, or wedge arrangements (56) (figure 5, Fischer) such as conical screws. 

Examiner notes that Smith discloses a handle. Fischer teaches a handle that uses a wedge based 
fastener with two holding elements. These features provide a more secure means for holding a 
handle in place. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Smith with a wedge based fastener with two holding elements as taught 
by Fischer to provide a secure means for holding a handle in place. 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERTA DELISLE ("Bobbi") whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 270-3746. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8 AM to 4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor D. Batson can be reached on (571 ) 272- 6987. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Victor Batson/ 
Victor D. Batson 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 

rsd 



